I RA’ S DO ON is high on Mou > eru(the
1d)g thefheaven c led Th Which-Can-BRe
L served-ByfThe-Fyes At th ery top of ¢t
/?/nWer of hyfs palace s autfful room w h
has for 1)s cerl1 a net decofated with ue
di amon each ting all thg others '
SAID thpt when Ind cr d his Inet
o protect e univer threw a string
straight t the Fa nd another strfight
to the Tth othefs in all dir tions
at ’ and these stffings reache the e
0 the universe andgfonnected o b an -
~ other,/In each 1ir of ~trin whth string
a jewfl shone fo like a ar,
INDRA, % SF natuy mani ®ts botlh as god and
b man, i everl asti war with Afura, the god
o f ath,Onc 1 Asura bested higf, Indra, forgdd
o, LUto theftower atL tne topfofl his pahce,
ii1d 1n his ne Asura, brandi shffng his rribl
sword, follow .Looking 1nt h he saw ofie
mitlion Indgas, all aflas 1 th blue fire, an n
r fear re ated, B batftle continues, en e)s s.

7




THE METAPHOR OF INDRA’S NET

IT IS SAID IN THE SUTRA: ““I am now preaching the sermon of the state of
the pure body of Samantabhadra and you are listening to this sermon.”
The commentary says: ‘“Samantabhadra (the eye which sights all di-

rections at once) signifies that Tharma and wisdom correspond to one an-
other and that all the dharmas are cognized at once in wisdom.And 1t
signifies also that only in the state of the eye of Samantabhadra is
Dharma cognizable and that none of the other states of consciousness 1s
capable of cognizing the existence of Dharma.”

The state of consciousness means that the state of each dharma ap-
pears which corresponds to each stage of consciousness. The states of
many dharmas interpenetrate,as the jeweled meshes of Indra’s net inter-
weave their shadows.The jeweled Indra net is the metaphor of the endless
states of dharma which interpenetrate one another.The pure body means
that the dharmas mentioned previously as interweaving with one another
seem as if unable to ravel their intricacy.Nevertheless this intricacy
is the consequence of the operation of the relative law of becoming. And
this means that each eye (which sees all the eyes) has no idea of at-
taching to the objects which it sees.

The net of Indra is composed of many jewels.The jewels illumine one
another and all are reflected in each.Their shadows interchange with
shadows endlessly;thus in one all the jewels appear at once without suc-
cession of time in coming and going; all are within one and one is all.

Now, for instance,take a bead from the southwest corner of the jew-
eled net and look upon it! You will find in it all the shadows of the
net at once.One proves that which appears in the other, and the other
proves that which appears in the one.One and another of the jewels re-
flect the whole net at once.Take another of them! It will be the same.
And the rest of the jewels will be the same al so.

Thus shadows are reflected in shadows endlessly and these endlessly
refl ected shadows are in one bead of the net. They are clearly mani-
fested and none of the shadows prevents the others from being reflected.
If you seat yourself upon a bead you will find yourself seated upon
countless beads in manifold directions.

Why is it thus? Because all the beads are contained within one
bead, and becaise when each bead is countained withinall the beads, you
will find yourself seated upon every bead. Accordingly,you had better
consider how reflection takes place in the other beads.

As it has been repeatedly explained, in one bead all the beads are
embraced; therefore all the beads are the property of the one bead. All
the beads of the net enter one bead; however, no other bead is created
anew, thus increasing the net.

The Questioner says: ‘“Asit was said that in one bead all the beads
are embraced, all the beads are therefore the property of the one bead.
But how can all the beads of the net enter one bead?”



The Answerer says: ‘‘Becausenone of the beads are excluded from
this one,therefore it can be said that all enter one. If one of them
leaves one bead and attempts to enter all,it will fail to enter all,be-
cause without the i1nside of this bead, no other can exist.’”

The Questioner says: “Ifthe failure of all the beads to exist with-
out this one bead means that this whole net is created by one bead, why
can it be said that the net 1s composed of many beads?”

The Answerer says: ‘‘Becausethis one bead makes the beginning of the
net,which will be composed of many other beads, Why? Because this one
bead alone composes the entire net and without it no net will ever come
into existence.”

The Questioner says: ‘“‘If there 1s but one bead which initiates ex-
istence,why can it be said that the net is composite?”

The Answerer says: ‘Thenet is composed of many beads means that
the entire existence of this net consists of only one bead.Why? Because
one bead represents all the beads.If there were no initiating bead there
would be no beads at all.Therefore this net consists of one bead.All are
included in one.You must know that any bead can be the representative of
the entire net.”

The Questioner asks: “If a bead in the sonthwest corner of the net
embraces the beads in all the directions and there can be none which are
left,yet 1 f each direction has beads,how can it be said the entire net
consists of one head?”

The Answerer says: “When I speak of the beads in all the directions,
I am referring to one of the beads in the southwest corner. For this one
bead in the southwest corner is itself al! the beads of all the direc-

t ions. .
“If you do not believe that the bead i1in the southwest corner is 1t-

self the beads in every direction, put a dot with black ink upon the
bead in the southwest corner. Immediately you will see the black dots
upon the beads in every direction. And because you have seen the black
dots upon the beads of every direction, you will realize that all the
beads consist of one bead. I{f all the beads did not consist of the one
bead,you could not put the dots on the beads of every direction at once.
Even though vou would dot with the black mark the beads of every direc-
tion, the net would still consist of one bead.”

How this one can be the initial bead of the net has already been
demonstrated. For another to be the initial bead would be also just as
though the net commenced with that one. The reflections are endlessly
repeated and every one of them is alike. No one knows which one 1s the
initial one. When one has been created all have been completed.

According to this exquisite metaphor, you should meditate upon the
true Dharma. The true Dharma is not metaphor. It bears some resemblance
to the metaphor, because these beads interchange their shadows only, but
vary their qualities.The dharmas are different;they interchange their

entire bodies.



[he Avatamsaka-suvtra savs: *“Inorder to Lenefit mankind and
enlighten tlheir minds, 3uddha revealed the true meanine of iharma
in this metaphor. There 1s almost no opnortunity for mankind ta
hear such profound Diiarma throueh countless kalpas. fhose whio aol-
ways exert their strength for the attainment of wisdon, however,
will hear 1it...

The sutra also savs‘‘This Dharma is revealed in the metaphor,
though its true asnect hears no resemblance to 1t.” You who nrac-
tice meditation, contemplate well this metanhor!

———— When you understand about Dharmakaya, then you will come
c to Sambhogakaya. In Sambhogakaya you are aware of your
own existence,and you prove that your present conscious-

ness and universal conscious are one and the same.

Zen thinks the eye is the center of this consciousness,it s
concrete manifestati1on.In Zen therefore,the physical eye occupies
a very important place;it is the keystone to mind and matter; sub-
Ject and object,

Indra’s blue diamond is a metaphor of your consciousness, es-
pecially this eye consciousness.When Indra’s eye is looking at the
top 1t i1s also looking at the bot tom; when it looks at the center
it also looks in all directions.Thus wherever it is is the center.
Wherever it moves is still the cent er.

Indra’s net signifies the net of collective consciousness, the
consciousness of all sentient beings.When you open your eye and,
detached from your egotistic view,look at the other,you will real-
1ze the beauty of this wonderful world, for, when you look at the
world of consciousness with this eye, this universe is as a net of
diamonds.Walking along the street,looking one at another,it is as
though diamonds reflected diamonds.

The myst ery of Indra’s net manifests now,in this moment,here
in our own eyes.You are in me and T am in you.Without you I cannot
exist,Without me you cannot exist,This relative consciousness 1is
not created,but exists from beginningless beginning to endless end.

From the notes of several lectures given by Sokei-an in 1937

A REMINDER Don’t forget to place your orders for holiduy giflts
early. ZFN NOTES gift subscriptions (even to yourself) for 1956
begin with the December issue,and will be sent with your compli-
ments, Also available: complete sets of ZFN NOTES to date (we ha
some exhausted issues reprinted) 24 issues for $3.00,mailed un-
folded with unusual Bodhidharma gift card, cover 25 £4 additional,
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