


Rohatsu is an abbreviation of
the words Rogetsu (the last
month of the year) and hatsu
(eight days). It refers to
the first week of December
ending with December Fighth,
when the Buddha’s Fnlighten-
ment is celebrated in Japan.
The monks in their monaster-
ies undertake such severe

.......... g this time

that it is referred to as

inochi tori (life-taking)
rohatsu. For one week they
struggle, with all their

strength , the hardier not
sleeping at all, to repeat
the Buddha’s effort to reach
the Great Awakening he at-
tained when, sitting under
the Bodhi Tree, he saw the
morning star.

Mrs. Vanessa Coward,a lay
Zen student privileged to
t ake some part in Rohatsu at
Daitoku-ji in Kyoto, here re-
cords her impressions. Those
who have experienced the e-
vent can best appreciate her
success in conveying its at-
mosphere , but we believe
others, too, will be enabled
to catch glimpses of this
subtle world if they will use
their Zen Eye,

This issue has been prepared
with the special care of

Hide Oshiro,who styled it,
and Ina Lowthorp, who printed
it
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